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Happy New Year'

~ DIFFICULT ROADS OFTEN LEAD
R TO BEAUTIFUL DESTINATIONS.
THE BEST IS YET TO COME

Destination

100 days countdown to 500 years commemoration of the Battle of Mactan
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January 17, 2021 is the start of the 100 days countdown to 500 years quincentennial commemora-
tions of the Philippines. To mark this event, a simple program was held at the Liberty Shrine in Bgy.
Mactan, Lapu-Lapu City.

In attendance were local and national government officials headed by Lapu-lapu City Mayor Junard
Chan and members of the Lapu-lapu City Tourism, Cultural and Historical Affairs Commission
(TCHAC). Among the highlights of the program were the hoisting of the Philippine Flag and the sing-
ing of the Philippine National Anthem. The National Historical Commission of the Philippines issued
Resolution No. 10 which declared the Liberty Shrine, or what is more popularly known as the Lapu-
lapu Shrine among the Philippine landmarks where the Philippine flag shall be permanently hoisted .

Visit this link to know more about Lapu-Lapu City, the historic resort city.

Annual Feast of the Sto. Nino de Cebu
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The Santo Nino (Holy Child) is the most venerated sacred image in the Philippines. The very first im-
age of the Child Jesus was brought to Cebu by Ferdinand Magellan 500 years ago, in 1521, which he
gifted to the wife of Humabon, the Chieftain of Cebu, in honor of their conversion to Christianity.

After Magellan died in the hands of Lapu-lapu and his men, the sacred image was thought to be lost.
It was rediscovered in 1565 at the very spot where the Basilica Minore del Santo Nino, the oldest
church in the country now stands. The image miraculously sustained two fires which gutted the Ba-
silica and the bombings during World War II.

Every year, millions go to Cebu specially during the Feast of the Santo Nino which is celebrated eve-
ry third Sunday of January. Throngs of devotees visit the Basilica to venerate the Holy Child. This is
preceded by a nine-day novena which culminates with the grand holy mass and the Sinulog Festival
celebrating the conversion of the entire country to Christianity.

The Feast of the Santo Nino is also celebrated in many parts of the country.

This year, the nine-day novena masses which started on January 8 until January16 and the Fiesta
on January 17 were celebrated without physical attendance of churchgoers. Devotees were advised
to attend the religious activities online due to the pandemic.

Sinulog Festival

Comes from the Cebuano word, "sulog,"
which means current (water movement)
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"Sinulog” literally means “to move like flow-
ing water.” Itis a religious and cultural fes-
tival held annually in Cebu every third Sun-
day of January in honor of the Santo Nino.
When Ferdinand Magellan presented the im-
age of the Holy Child as a gift to Queen Jua-
na, the wife of Rajah Humabon, Chieftain of
Cebu, she danced with joy holding the sacred
image. Her dance steps were said to be the
basis of the Sinulog dance which is widely
performed to this day.

The festival’'s main event is the grand pa-
rade. Locals donned in colorful costumes
dance the famous Sinulog dance (two steps
forward, one step backward movement).
There are pre-festival activities including
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street parties, food fests, free concerts featuring local live bands and

a fluvial parade along the Mactan Channel. The festival culminates with pyro-musical shows
where winners in the street dancing competition are also announced.

Mactan Cebu International Airport (MCIA) also celebrates “Sinulog sa Airport.”

Every year passengers are treated to this unique entertainment from students from nearby
schools who participate in the parade and the Sinulog dance competition within the airport prem-
ises.

The Sinulog Festival is among the grandest and most colorful event in the country which locals
and tourists look forward to every year. This year, the local government decided to suspend the
grand parade and street dancing. The colors, sounds, noise and laughter from the revelers will be
sorely missed but the spirit of the Sinulog will continue to beat in the hearts of many.

What Guests Say
About Cebu

Dusit Thani Savoy Hotel
"5-star experience at a reasonable price in Dusit "Barangay Tipolo (TIGAS LGBQ) Would like to thank
Thani Mactan Resort. Savoy for a wonderful experience we had during our

assembly. Kudos to your respectful and amazing em-
ployees. Your hotel is LGBTQ friendly a perfect 5
Star! Keep it up!" - Percy Patriarca

My family's safety and convenience were my utmost
priority during our stay, sanitized rooms were a plus.

Friendly staff, good food, ambiance, Olympic size in-
finity pool "amazing". It's our third stay and we're very
pleased with our seaview rooms by the pool. My fami-
ly and friends enjoyed a lot. Lastly, New Year 2021
celebration at Dusit was a "bang" kudos to the team
everyone had fun and we forgot our problems for a
while. Social distancing was observed, all of us felt
safe. Till next time, will surely come back.

Thank you Dusit!" - Jansen Quifiones

Cebu White Sands

"l really appreciate the staff on how consistent they were in
following the health protocols to keep us all safe. They were
very courteous, professional, and helpful. My family felt safe
and we were able to relax and enjoy..." - Roshelle

"l won't wonder why the resort stayed for more than 2 decades
- itis very clean and well-maintained resort. Stayed there with
my family & enjoyed our stay for 2 nights...kudos to your team!"
- Melisa

"Relaxation without going far, Cebu White Sands Resort and
Spa is the best place to visit when you want to relax and be at
peace. My kids and | enjoyed our stay very much. The staff

: was so accommodating and approachable. | can definitely rec-
PHOTO BY: AGODA ommend staying here." - Giselle

Network
Updates

as of 20 January

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS
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DOMESTIC FLIGHTS
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Origin/Destination  Frequency Origin/Destination Frequency Origin/Destination Frequency

Manila=Caby 4x dall Manila—Cebu Manila—Cebu
Cebu—Manila odally. Cebu—Manila 3x dally Cebu—Monila 2x dally

PHILIPPINES

Cebu—Bacolod 3x weekly Cebu—Bacolod 1x weekly Cebu—Bacolod 1x weekly
Bacolod—Cebu (Tue, Thu & Sat) Bacolod—Cebu (Mon) Bacolod—Cebu (Wed)

Cebu—Butuan 2x weekly Cebu—Butuan 2x weekly
Butuan—Cebu (Thu & Sat) Butuan—Cebu (Thu & Sat)

Cebu—Cagayan de Oro 2x weekly Cebu—Cagayan de Oro 3x weekly
Cagayan de Oro—Cebu (Mon & Fri) Cagayan de Oro—Cebu  (wed, Fri & Sun)

Cebu—Clark 2x weekly Cebu~Clark 1x weekly
Clark—Cebu (Tue & Thu) Clark—Cebu (Fri)

Cebu—Davao 4x weekly Cebu—Davao 2x weekly
Davao—Cebu (Tue, Thu, Sat & Sun) Davao—Cebu (Tue & Sat)

Cebu—Dipolog 3x weekly Cebu—DIpolog 3x weekly
Dipolog—Cebu (Tuo, Thu & Sat) Dipolog—Cebu (Tue, Fri & Sat)

Cebu—General Santos 2x weekly Cebu—General Santos 1x weekly
General Santos—Cebu (Wed & Sat) General Santos—Cebu (Wed)

Cebu—Puerto Princesa 2x weekly Cebu—Puerto Princesa 2x weekly
Puerto Princesa—Cebu (Frl & Sun) Puerto Princesa—Cebu (Tuo & Fri)

Cebu—Slargao 4x weekly Cebu-Slargao 1x weekly
Slargao—Cebu (Mon, Wed, Fri & Sun) Slargao—Cebu (Sun)

Cebu—Tacloban 2x weekly Cebu—Tacloban 2x weekly
Tacloban—Cebu (Mon & Thu) Tacloban—Cebu (Tue & Sat)

Cebu—Zamboanga 2x weekly Cebu—Zamboanga 1x weekly
Zamboanga—Cebu (Mon & Sat) Zamboanga—Cebu (Mon)

ZAM
Zamboanga
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What's
New in

“@s” | MCIA

Sto. Nino Enthronement Ceremony

On January 13, 2021, Mactan-Cebu International Airport (MCIA) receives another blessed image of
Senor Santo Nino at Terminal 1 Airport Village from the Basilica Minore del Santo Nifio de Cebu
(BMSN).

BMSN Rev. Fr. Aladdin P. Luzon, OSA, led the solemn enthronement ceremony together with GMR
MEGAWIDE Cebu Airport Corporation (GMCAC) President Louie Ferrer, Mactan-Cebu International
Airport Authority (MCIAA) Public Affairs Manager Mary Ann Dimabayao, Terminal 1 Operations
Head Nenette Castillon, and other GMCAC department heads.

The first image was enthroned at Terminal 2 last January 14, 2019.
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For further details, please contact our Airline Marketing Team at marketing@gmcac.ph.
Terminal Building, Mactan Cebu International Airport, Airport Road, Lapu-lapu 6016 Cebu.
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https://m.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1472584586282754&id=537814123093143&d=m&vh=e
https://fb.watch/2-Ht4VvSjK/

